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BOOK deal with a headlong man who knows neither moderation nor
^y1' . restraint, who rushes at whatever he desires in politics, and is
1899. karci to hold."1 So elaborate and crude were the psychological
deductions suggested to a good Teutonic mind on this occasion
by Burleigh's nod. It is unpleasant but true to say that the
German Emperor eagerly hoped that Britain and France would
come to blows. They would sink each other's ships just at the
apt moment when he was planning in earnest to increase
the number of his own. "His Majesty considered that the danger
was by no means past, and that it was probable that war would
break out in the spring. . . . England . . . would have an excellent
opportunity of settling accounts with France without any fear
of the interference of other Powers, and it was doubtful whether
so favourable a combination for England would ever again
recur." 2

Up to the very eve of settlement the British ambassador in
Paris thought war more likely than not; the shrewd German
ambassador there, Count Miinster, thought it inevitable.3 Then
in mid-February M. Delcasse relinquished the desperate policy
of keeping the French flag flying in the Bahr-el-Ghazal region
of the Nile.4 On March 21, 1899, six months after the great
crisis began at Fashoda, the Anglo-French Convention was
happily signed. About purely commercial facilities for France
there never had been any difficulty. The watershed between
the Congo and the Nile basins became the line of political
demarcation.5 The German Emperor still held that a senti-
mental Salisbury had let slip a finer opportunity of profitable
war than Britain could recover in the future.6

VTI
In Paris for a long time to come England was hated more than
Germany ever had been. After Fashoda serious journals and
ex-Ministers in France were proclaiming that England must be
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